
 

5 Things Calgary Homeowners Aren’t 

Doing That Cost Thousands! 

And how you can help prevent it DIY style! 

Calgary’s freeze-thaw cycles are brutal on concrete. Driveways, walkways, and front porches 

take a beating year after year—and most damage starts long before homeowners notice it. Here 

are the five most common (and costly) mistakes we see across the city. 

1. Leaving Winter Chemicals on Concrete 

Road salt, de-icers, and calcium chloride don’t just disappear in spring. They soak into porous 

concrete, break down the surface, and cause spalling—where concrete flakes, pits, and 

crumbles.  

2. Letting Water Penetrate Micro-Cracks 

Concrete cracks aren’t always visible. Water seeps into microscopic pores and hairline cracks, 

freezes, expands, and makes the damage worse every cycle. This is one of the biggest reasons 

driveways & paths fail years earlier than they should. 

3. Ignoring Oil, Fertilizer, and Chemical Stains 

Oil drips, lawn treatments, and cleaning chemicals don’t just stain concrete—they weaken it. 

These substances penetrate deep, discolor the surface, and accelerate breakdown. Once they 

soak in, they’re extremely difficult (and expensive) to fix. 

4. Allowing Weeds and Moss to Take Hold 

Vegetation in cracks and joints isn’t just unsightly. Roots expand, lift slabs, and widen cracks, 

allowing even more water intrusion. What starts as a small weed can turn into uneven concrete 

and trip hazards. 

5. Not Sealing Their Concrete at All 

Unsealed concrete is like a sponge. It absorbs water, chemicals, oils, and dirt year-round. Over 

time, this leads to cracking, surface failure, and full replacement—often costing thousands 

more than preventative protection. 

 



Calgary Homeowner Concrete DIY Checklist 

Prevent Costly Repairs to Driveways, Walkways & Porches 

Use this simple checklist each spring and fall to catch problems early and extend the life of your 

concrete—especially in Calgary’s freeze–thaw climate. 

 

   1. Remove Winter Chemicals 

DIY Steps 

• Rinse concrete thoroughly once temperatures stay above 0°C 

• Scrub with a stiff broom or push brush 

• Avoid acidic or harsh cleaners 

Check if: 

• White residue remains after rinsing 

• Surface looks rough, flaky, or pitted 

☐ Completed 

 

   2. Stop Water From Entering Cracks 

DIY Steps 

• Inspect closely for hairline cracks and dark spots 

• Fill visible cracks with a flexible concrete crack filler 

• Ensure proper drainage away from slabs 

Check if: 

• Cracks widen after winter 

• Water pools or darkens areas 

☐ Completed 

 



   3. Clean Oil & Chemical Spills Quickly 

DIY Steps 

• Absorb fresh oil with kitty litter or absorbent 

• Use mild degreaser and rinse thoroughly 

• Keep fertilizers and chemicals off concrete 

Check if: 

• Dark stains remain after cleaning 

• Concrete feels slick or discoloured 

☐ Completed 

 

   4. Remove Weeds & Moss Early 

DIY Steps 

• Pull weeds as soon as they appear 

• Use boiling water or vinegar (avoid salt) 

• Clean out expansion joints annually 

Check if: 

• Roots are widening cracks 

• Slabs appear uneven 

☐ Completed 

 

   5. Seal Your Concrete 

DIY Steps 

• Apply a basic concrete sealer every few years 

• Follow cure times and weather guidelines 

• Avoid thick, film-forming sealers 

Check if: 



• Water absorbs instead of beading 

• Surface darkens when wet 

☐ Completed 

 

Homeowner Concrete Inspection Worksheet 

Property Address: ____________________________ 

Inspection Date: ____________________________ 

Areas to Inspect (check all that apply): 

☐ Driveway ☐ Walkways ☐ Front Porch ☐ Side Yard Paths ☐ Garage Slab 

 

Condition Notes 

• Visible cracks? _______________________________________ 

• Staining present? _____________________________________ 

• Surface flaking/spalling? ______________________________ 

• Drainage issues? _____________________________________ 

• Weed or moss growth? _________________________________ 

 

Action Plan 

☐ Monitor only ☐ DIY maintenance required ☐ Professional sealing recommended 

 

When DIY Isn’t Enough 

DIY maintenance helps—but Calgary’s climate is unforgiving. Modern nano-technology 

concrete sealing penetrates deep into concrete to block water, salt, oil, and chemicals before 

damage starts. 

Benefits of Nano-Sealing 

• Repels moisture and de-icing salts 



• Reduces cracking and spalling 

• Prevents stains 

• Extends concrete lifespan 

• Invisible, breathable protection 

Preventing damage is far cheaper than repairing or replacing concrete later! 

 

Want Help? 

Professional nano-sealing protects driveways, walkways, and porches against Calgary’s toughest 

conditions. 

Use this checklist as your first line of defence. 

 

Trash Pandas – Calgary’s Curb Appeal Company 

Nano-Tech Concrete Sealing • Driveways • Walkways • Porches 

www.trash-pandas.ca | info@trash-pandas.ca | 587-325-0111 

 


